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Suspicious Activity Reports, or SARs, can be submitted by any organisation or individual who knows or suspects that another organisation of individual is engaged in money laundering or terrorist financing.
SARs are submitted to the UK Financial Intelligence Unit, which is part of the National Crime Agency. The UKFIU is the only organization with sole responsibility for receiving, analysing and disseminating SARs in the United Kingdom.
The UKFIU receives hundreds of thousands of SARs a year, and currently holds over 4.5 million SARs on its systems. Most of these SARs are made available to accredited officers within UK law enforcement to search, providing vital intelligence to support investigations. 
The UKFIU also manages the dissemination of SARs intelligence to international law enforcement agencies and other FIUs across the globe. The value of SARs is wide reaching and should not be underestimated. There are three different types of SAR. 
The first is a required SAR, which is used to report knowledge or suspicions of money laundering, or belief or suspicions relating to terrorist financing. 
The second type of SAR is a defence against money laundering SAR, or DAML. A DAML can be submitted where a reporter has a suspicion, that property they intend to deal with is in some way criminal, and that by dealing with it, they risk committing one of the principal money laundering offences under the Proceeds of Crime Act. These SARs are received and considered by the UKFIU’s DAML team.
The third type of SAR is a defence against terrorist financing SAR, or DATF, which is similar to a DAML but relates to the terrorist financing offenses under the Terrorism Act. DATFs are received and considered by the UKFIU’s Terrorist Finance Team. See our other videos and guidance to find out more about DAMLs and DATFs.
There are a number of organisations and individuals who have a legal obligation to submit SARs, and there are specific requirements relating to the information a SAR should contain. These obligations and requirements are set out in the Proceeds of Crime Act, the Terrorism Act and the Money Laundering Regulations. If you are unsure how the SARs regime applies to you or your organisation. Talk to your regulator, supervisor, professional body or trade association or seek legal advice.  
The UKFIU provides a wide range of guidance and information about the Suspicious Activity Reporting regime, all of which is available on the NCA website. We regularly publish our SARs in Action magazine and sanitised case studies about the importance and impact of SARs, while the UKFIU podcast covers key areas of interest with input from experts across sectors.
Follow us on LinkedIn and X to be kept up to date when new guidance materials, magazines or podcasts are available.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The UKFIU’s Reporter Engagement Team offers one-to-one feedback sessions, presentations and, workshops for reporters from across regulated sectors. Get in touch to find out how we can work with you to improve the quality of SARs reporting and protect the public from serious and organised crime.
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