Call for Research Proposals
	Funding call for primary research exploring the impact of asset recovery on Organised Crime Groups (OCGs), its effectiveness as a deterrent, and trends in criminal behaviour related to asset acquisition. 


PART A: Information about the Call
Introduction 
The National Economic Crime Centre (NECC)[footnoteRef:1] hosted at the National Crime Agency (NCA) has secured research funding under the Asset Recovery Incentivisation Scheme (ARIS), in partnership with the Home Office. ARIS provides funding for initiatives that tackle economic crime, directly supporting asset recovery system performance, innovation or reform.  [1:  The NECC is a multi-agency centre established in 2018 to deliver a step change in the UK's response to economic crime. For more information on the NECC, please visit www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk ] 

Focus of call
[bookmark: _Hlk202277653][bookmark: _Hlk202261488][bookmark: _Hlk202350599]This call will support independent, innovative research that explores the overall theme of asset recovery, its impact on OCGs, its effectiveness as a deterrent, and trends in criminal behaviour related to asset acquisition. Proposals can relate to any area of this theme and may involve identifying what works and/or harnessing new technology or developments in the field. We are keen to support feasible primary research in high priority areas[footnoteRef:2], including building the evidence base on asset recovery and its effectiveness as a deterrent. Research proposals should aim to advance the existing evidence base on asset recovery and contribute to improving practical responses or policy.  [2:  https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/who-we-are/publications/755-economic-crime-areas-of-research-interest-ari-report-july-2025/file ] 

Grant duration & value 
Funding will be awarded through an Accountable Grant[footnoteRef:3] between the NCA and a host UK Higher Education Institution (HEI) for a 15-month period (expected 1 Jan 2026 - 31 Mar 2027). A maximum budget of £90,000 (inc. VAT) is available over this period and will be disbursed following satisfactory delivery of reporting requirements and agreed outputs. Any future funding is subject to ARIS review and overall performance assessment.  [3:  A funding agreement, where the recipient (grantee) is responsible for the management and use of funds as well as the delivery of any agreed outputs or outcomes. ] 

Grant management
A schedule of outputs is expected as part of a 15-month research plan. Outputs may include (but are not limited to) briefing papers, working papers, conference presentations, policy briefs, peer-reviewed articles and a final research report. Researchers may also be involved in various engagements, as appropriate, with government officials and/or other organisations; workshops, conferences, or events where the research is presented. Brief quarterly narrative and financial reports will be required, to monitor progress and disburse funds. Templates and support will be provided to ensure timeliness and accuracy. 
Selection process, criteria & timeline
The selection process will involve one stage – this research call. Research proposals will be assessed against a set of evaluation criteria (detailed in table 1), by a joint selection panel.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  The selection panel will comprise of representatives from the Home Office, Foreign Commonwealth & Development Office and the NCA. ] 

Table 1: Evaluation criteria 
	Criteria
	Score
	Description

	Approach & Methodology
	60
	Briefly describe what your research will explore, detail the research questions, methods, and any proposed data sources.
· Does the research align with the overall research theme? Is the aim clear?
· Are there clear research questions to be addressed? 
· Will it generate new and actionable evidence?
· Any innovative aspects being deployed?
· Are the data sources clear?

	Research uptake
	10
	Briefly describe how the proposed research will advance the existing evidence base & inform policy or practitioners. 

	Research plan & outputs
	10
	· What kind of outputs/publications/engagements do you envision during this project? 
· When will they be delivered? 

	Feasibility & risk
	10
	· Are there any risks to delivery within the proposed timeframe and how will they be managed? 
· Are there any ethical considerations? 
· How will Intellectual Property be managed? 

	Budget
	10
	· Does the budget detail planned quarterly spend?
· Is it aligned with the research plan & within total amount for the grant period?

	Total
	100
	


Research activities are expected to begin in January 2026, following the completion of selection, approvals, and granting. Table 2 provides an indicative timeline.
Table 2: Indicative timeline
	Stage
	Target Date

	Call for proposals launch
	31 Jul 2025

	Deadline for queries
	15 Aug 2025

	Updated FAQs posted
	22 Aug 2025

	Proposal submission deadline
	30 Sep 2025 [17:00 GMT]

	Outcome decided, applicants notified
	Week beginning 27 Oct or 3 Nov 2025

	Signing of accountable grant with UKHEI
	Nov/Dec 2025

	Research activities commence
	Jan 2026


Proposal submission
Applicants should complete the proposal form in Part B and attach the supporting documentation detailed in Section 7. Proposals should be submitted to NECC-IF-Research@nca.gov.uk by 30 Sep 2025 [17:00 GMT], including ‘ARIS Call for Research Proposals’ in the subject line. Incomplete proposals or those that do not adhere to the guidance will be rejected. Costs incurred during the preparation and submission of a proposal must be borne by the application/institution. Proposals cannot be updated, once submitted. 
Queries & contact information
This project is managed by the NECC’s Illicit Finance & Research Insights Team. A Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) note is published as part of the call documentation. If you have any questions not covered in the FAQs, please submit them to NECC-IF-Research@nca.gov.uk by 15 Aug 2025, including ‘ARIS Call for Research Proposals Request for Clarification’ in the subject line. In the interest of fairness and transparency, all queries received will be published via an updated FAQs note on the NCA website by 22 Aug 2025. 
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PART B: Research Proposal
Proposals must be a detailed description of the intended research topic and be in a clear and concise manner. Topics may explore aspects of asset recovery, including its impact on OCGs, its effectiveness as a deterrent, and trends in criminal behaviour related to asset acquisition. Please read the FAQs published before completing the application. 
1. Applicant & Institution details
	Name (Main applicant/project lead)
	

	Email
	

	Phone number
	




	Name/s of any proposed support researcher/s or other team members:
(Include names and proposed roles)

	





	[bookmark: _Hlk201751365]Name of proposed lead researcher/supervisor:
(If different from main applicant/project lead)

	





	[bookmark: _Hlk201751154]Details of proposed host UK Higher Education Institution (HEI)[footnoteRef:5]: [5:  The applicant must be planning carry out the research at a UK HEI, who will be the recipient of the Accountable Grant. ] 

Applicants are required to obtain preliminary approval from the institution prior to application submission.

	Institution
	

	School/Faculty
	

	Grant Services Contact
	





2. Approach & methodology 
	[bookmark: _Hlk201751271]Provisional title of research project
Enter the title of your research project here (it is expected that titles might be tentative at this stage)

	






	Overview
Please provide a general introduction that succinctly sets out exactly what the research seeks to explore and how it addresses the overall theme. This should include the research question(s) to be addressed and the overall aim of the project. (350 words)

	





	Context
Please include a summary of any research already taken in the field, addressing key works and scholars. Specific attention should be paid to problems or gaps in the existing literature and ways in which your proposed research challenges/addresses these problems. (500 words)

	





	Methodology
Please provide a description of the methodology and/or methods that will be used. Specific attention should be paid, where relevant, to any innovative aspects of the proposed methodology. Diagrams may be included/embedded. (500 words exc. diagrams)

	




	Data sources
Where relevant, please indicate any data that you may wish to access/obtain for analysis; this should include a summary of data points. Subject to data availability and access requirements, the NCA will consider data requests based on the availability of data and the research use case. (300 words)

	





	Indicative bibliography
Please list the indicative bibliography. References should be Harvard Style. Please only include references referred to in the proposal. (No word limit)

	






3. Research uptake
	Please provide a brief description on how the proposed research will advance the existing evidence base and inform future practical responses or policy. (250 words)

	






4. Research plan & outputs
	[bookmark: _Hlk201752393]Please include an indicative timeline for your research [1 Jan 26 – 31 Mar 27]. Please note that your timetable should take account of the expectation that a final research product should be submitted at the end of the funding period [March 2027]. (No word limit on plan)
Applicants may attach the research plan to the proposal submission in excel (or other) format. 

	Quarter 1 [Jan-Mar 26]
List key activities and expected outputs/s within the period.



	Quarter 2 [Apr-Jun 26]
List key activities and expected outputs/s within the period.



	Quarter 3 [Jul-Sep 26]
List key activities and expected outputs/s within the period.




	Quarter 4 [Oct-Dec 26]
List key activities and expected outputs/s within the period.



	Quarter 5 [Jan-Mar 27]
List key activities and expected outputs/s within the period.






5. Feasibility & risk

	Risks
Please detail any aspects of your proposal that are at particular risk of non-implementation and indicate the approaches that you will take to manage such risks to ensure that your timely submission is not compromised. (300 words)

	






	Ethical issues
Please provide an indication of any ethical issues associated with this proposal (including those that may require formal ethics committee approval and those requiring ongoing consideration in the field/during analysis) and proposed actions to mitigate these. (200 words)

	






	Intellectual property
Please indicate how Intellectual Property generated through the research will be managed. (200 words)

	






6. Proposed budget
	The budget should be structured into the quarterly phases and aligned with the Research Plan (Section 4), clearly outlining the costs associated with activities per quarter. The budget should not exceed £90,000 over the 15-month period 1 Jan 26 – 31 Mar 27. Budgets should reflect the efficient utilisation of resources commensurate with the scope of work. Costs incurred during the preparation and submission of a proposal must be borne by the application/institution. (No word limit)
Applicants may attach the budget to the proposal submission in excel format. 

	






7. Declaration

	· I confirm that I have discussed this application with the proposed host UK HEI, and they are willing to receive the funds and sign a grant agreement. A letter of support is attached. 
· I confirm that I have discussed this application with the proposed supervisor/supervisory team, and they confirm support for this proposal (where applicable). 
· I confirm that the applicant and any other proposed team members have the right to work in the UK at the time if application. 
· I confirm that I have attached a CV for the main applicant and any additional team members. 
· I confirm that the NCA may share my information with review panel members for the purpose of this funding application.[footnoteRef:6] (Please note: if you do not agree, we will not be able to consider your application for funding). [6:  The NCA will use the information provided to process your application under this Call for Research Proposals. The information will be used in making any consequential grant award, grant payment, and for monitoring and reporting purposes. We will need to share necessary data with application reviewers from the Home Office and the Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office. Organisation details, where collected, will be used for monitoring and evaluation and statistical purposes. Equality data and geographical information, where collected, will be used solely in preparing statistical reports.
] 


	Name
	

	Signature: 
Please add e-signature
	

	Date 
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